




 

 M I N U T E S 
 
 Regular Meeting 
 April 19, 2023 
 
 The Regular Meeting of the Harrisonburg Redevelopment & Housing Authority 
Board of Commissioners was held on Wednesday, April 19 at 4:00 p.m.   
 
 Those present were: 
   Gil Colman, Commissioner, Acting Presiding Officer 
   Luciano Benjamin, Commissioner 
   Kevin Coffman, Commissioner 
   Shonda Green, Commissioner 
    
 Also present were: 
  Michael G. Wong, Executive Director 
  Jordan Bowman, Attorney 
  Tiffany Runion, Deputy Director 
   
   
 The regular meeting was called to order and a quorum declared present by Gil 
Colman, presiding officer. 
  

Mr. Wong then presented the March 15th meeting minutes for consideration of 
approval. After a period of discussion, Commissioner Benjamin seconded by 
Commissioner Coffman made the motion approving the March minutes. The motion was 
unanimously approved.   

 
Mr. Wong then presented the March financials for consideration of approval.  After 

a period of discussion, Commissioner Benjamin seconded by Commissioner Green made 
the motion to approve the March financials. The motion was unanimously approved.   
 
   Mr. Wong then presented a Resolution and Allonge authorizing amendment for JR 
Polly Lineweaver. He related that the Authority borrowed $1.75 million for renovation of 
the JR Polly Lineweaver in 2010.  He stated that the adjustable rate was set against the 
LIBOR rate, which is being discontinued. He stated of the resolution and Allonge changes 
the setting rate to the 5-Year USD SOFR swap OIS rate published by Bloomberg. After a 
period of discussion Commissioner Coffman seconded by Commissioner Benjamin made 
the motion approving the Resolution and Allonge.  A roll call vote was taken: 
     Gil Colman, Presiding Officer    Aye  
     Luciano Benjamin, Commissioner    Aye 
     Kevin Coffman, Commissioner    Aye 
     Shonda Green, Commissioner    Aye 
 
 Mr. Wong then introduced Avi Hopkins, Spark Mill Group, through video conferencing 
for a presentation of the Authority’s strategic plan.   Mr. Hopkins provided a brief overview 
of the processes to develop the plan including interviewing stakeholders, residents, all 



day staff retreat, and a planning session with the Commissioners.  He stated of several of 
the goals were already established within the Authority’s 5-Year plan. He related of next 
steps including working with HRHA staff for development of milestones, action steps, and 
identification of activity responsibility. After a period of discussion, the Board related of 
approval of the strategic plan goals.   
 
 Commissioner Benjamin seconded by Commissioner Coffman made the motion to go 
into closed session to discuss the acquisition of real estate as authorized by section 
2.23711(A)(3). The motion was unanimously approved. After a period of discussion, the 
board concluded its closed session and a roll call certification was completed. With 
respect to the just concluded closed session and to the best of each member’s 
knowledge only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting 
requirements under the Virginia Freedom of Information Act and only such public 
business matters as were identified in the motion by which the closed meeting was 
convened were heard, discussed, or convened in the meeting by the Authority. 
      
     Gil Colman, Presiding Officer    Aye 
     Luciano Benjamin, Commissioner    Aye 
     Kevin Coffman, Commissioner    Aye 
     Shonda Green, Commissioner    Aye 
 
No action was taken from the closed session. 
  
 Mr. Wong then provided brief updates on the current projects. He related of the closing 
on the acquisition of the BTC property is scheduled for the end of April.  He stated once 
the property is acquired the project will begin the site planning and initial phasing process. 
He stated that the Lineweaver Annex renovation is still awaiting bid proposal from 
construction firms.  He related of two firms looking at the construction project but is still 
concerned with the lack of response from construction firms.   
 
 Mr. Wong then related of coordinating approval processes to allow for a property line 
adjustment to allow for 18 apartments to be built on Commerce Village II. He related of 
the initial response being positive with the plan to move forward with the necessary legal 
documents.  He stated of the need to rezone both properties to maximize the number of 
units allowed. 
  
 Mr. Wong then related of staff continuing to work on transferring all residents to the 
new MTW 50058 and assign each of the residents to their respective cohorts to allow for 
the triennial certifications to occur. He related of hosting three resident question and 
answer sessions with residents expressing excitement about the program changes. 
 
  Mr. Wong then presented the management reports for consideration of approval. 
After a period of discussion, the management reports were approved on a motion by 
Commissioner Benjamin seconded by Commissioner Coffman. The motion was 
unanimously approved. 
  
 Gil Colman, acting presiding officer then opened the public comment period. Anton 
Ray, Harrisonburg, VA, spoke of frustration and disappointment with Mr. Wong. He 



related of speaking to the Board on numerous occasions and of concerns with how Mr. 
Wong has responded to his complaints.  He stated of feeling that Mr. Wong has not been 
forthcoming with his responses to his questions.  He requested at open forum to address 
his concerns.  No other public comment was received.   
 
 The commissioners then discussed the request from Mr. Ray.  No action was taken 
from the discussion.  
 
 The meeting was adjourned on a motion by Commissioner Coffman seconded by 
Commissioner Benjamin.  The motion was unanimously approved.   
 
 
                                                     _________________                                      
Michael G. Wong    Gil Colman 
Executive Director   Presiding Officer 
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