RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
TO REMOTELY PARTICIPATE IN A MEETING 
THROUGH ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION MEANS

WHEREAS, 2.2-3700 et seq., authorizes public bodies to conduct any meeting wherein public business is discussed or transacted through electronic communication means under defined and limited circumstances; 


WHEREAS, Va. Code § 2.2-3708.2 authorizes remote participation through electronic communication means only if the public body adopts a written policy allowing for and governing participation of its members by electronic communication means;  
WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of the Harrisonburg Redevelopment and Housing Authority desires to allow its board members to participate remotely by electronic communication means under the provisions of the Virginia Code; and

WHEREAS, the Board believes it is in the best interest of the Harrisonburg Redevelopment and Housing Authority to adopt such a written policy;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HARRISONBURG REDEVELOPMENT AND HOUSING AUTHORITY THAT:

1. Board of Commissioners hereby adopts the following written policy to allow for and govern remote participation by members in any meeting and members are hereby approved to participate in a meeting of the Board through electronic communication means, such as telephone or video participation, from a remote location as provided in Code of Virginia § 2.2-3708.2, subject to the following requirements:
a. A member wishing to participate from a remote location in a meeting of the Board shall notify the Chair or Vice-Chair on or before the date of a meeting that the member is unable to attend the meeting due to: (i) a temporary or permanent disability or other medical condition that prevents the member’s physical attendance or (ii) a personal matter, provided that the member identifies with specificity the nature of the personal matter.

b. The Board shall record in its minutes the remote location from which the absent member participated, but the remote location need not be open to the public, as well as the specific nature of the personal matter or that the member participated in the meeting due to a medical condition or disability. 

c. If the absent member’s remote participation would violate this policy, such remote participation shall be disapproved and the absent member shall not be allowed to participate remotely. The reason for such disapproval shall be recorded in the Board’s meeting minutes.
d. Participation in a meeting through electronic communication means due to a personal matter shall be limited, for each member and in each calendar year, to two meetings of the Board.

e. A quorum of Board members must be physically assembled at the primary or central meeting location, unless otherwise provided by law. 

f. Arrangements shall be made, to the maximum extent practicable, for the voice of the absent member to be heard, either directly or indirectly, by all persons in attendance at the primary or central meeting location.

2. The provisions of Va. Code § 2.2-3708.2 and all subsequent revisions and amendments thereto are hereby incorporated into this policy mutatis mutandis as if set forth fully herein.

3. The Executive Director is hereby authorized to take any other actions that are reasonable and necessary to effectuate the terms of the Policy or this Resolution.
4. This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption. 

Resolved this 18th day of November 2020.
CERTIFICATE OF VOTES
Record of the roll-call vote by the Harrisonburg Redevelopment and Housing Authority, upon reading on a resolution titled “RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS TO REMOTELY PARTICIPATE IN A MEETING THROUGH ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION MEANS” taken at a regular meeting of the Authority held on November 18, 2020:
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Dated:  November 18, 2020
(SEAL)

Chair, Harrisonburg Redevelopment and Housing Authority

ATTEST:  






Secretary

The undersigned Secretary of the Harrisonburg Redevelopment and Housing Authority hereby certifies that the foregoing is a true, correct, and complete copy of a Resolution adopted by the Authority’s commissioners present and voting at a meeting duly called and held on November 18, 2020, in accordance with law, and that such Resolution has not been repealed, revoked, rescinded, or amended, but is in full force and effect as of the date hereof. 

WITNESS my hand and the seal of the Authority this 18th day of November, 2020. 
HARRISONBURG REDEVELOPMENT AND HOUSING AUTHORITY

By: ___________________________________

        Michael G. Wong, Secretary
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